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INCOMING 
  From the Desk of our President                            

Fellow Warriors and Patriots 
 
I am pleased to announce that Linda Patterson will join us at our 2021 reunion in Bran-
son, MO. 
          “ A DOVE AMONG EAGLES” 
A Story Unlike Any Other, But Relatable to Millions 
With the backdrop of the Vietnam conflict, A Dove Among Eagles is a powerful mem-
oir about trauma, courage, devotion and love at a time when American society was 
tearing itself apart and blaming a military that was more victim than perpetrator of 
the violent forces wracking the nation. Indeed, Vietnam changed us all -- especially 
Linda Patterson. 
A story 52 years in the making, A Dove Among Eagles is set in San Mateo, California, 
in 1968. The author, then 26 years old, receives a letter from her 18-year-old brother 
Joe -- a cry for help from a paratrooper caught in the middle of an unpopular war. 
News of the antiwar protests has been plummeting the morale of Joe's combat com-
pany of 130 paratroopers. In desperation, he turns to Linda to find a way to let these 
young, courageous soldiers know that they've not been rejected by the country they 
love. 
Specifically, Joe asked Linda to enlist the city of San Mateo to "adopt" the 130 para-
troopers of his combat company. On March 4, 1968, after Linda's dogged persistence, the city of San Mateo for-
mally adopted A Co. of the 327th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division. San Mateo was the only city in 
the nation to do such a thing during the Vietnam War. 
Three weeks later, SGT Artavia was killed in a firefight. Grief-stricken and distraught by the loss of her 
brother, Linda garnered her strength and passion to carry on with Joe's last wishes. What she did next was be-
yond imagination and straight from the heart. 
Into a War Zone and into Their Hearts 
In December -- without government authorization and with only her grit to guide her -- Linda traveled to Viet-
nam to spend Christmas with her brother's unit. Met by her military escort at Tan 
Son Nhut airport outside of Saigon, she would fly to the northern part of South 
Vietnam, further north than civilians were allowed to travel. The potential dangers 
she would inevitably face did not phase her. She knew her "Screaming Eagles" 
would protect her. And they did. 
Her journey was life-changing. For eight days, she anxiously waited in the com-
pany's base camp while the men of the Company hacked their way through a moun-
tainous jungle to get to her. And once they arrived, she spent three days with her 
brother's buddies, developing a true love for them all. She would also fall in love 
with her military escort, Steve Patterson, her brother's platoon leader who was also 
seriously wounded while leading the battle in which Joe was killed. 
Note: I have enclosed a picture of Linda’s book which is available on line from nu-
merous sources (search - A Dove Among Eagles). To be honest I am not a big book 
reader, but I could not put this one down. Perhaps because it reflected on so many 
of the challenges as well as heartbreaks that I and I am sure that so many of you 
endured. I suggest that you read a copy prior to your arrival in Branson. I know 
that you will appreciate Linda’s life long journey! 

President Ron Long 
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Chaplain, Wally Morrow 

Friends and Comrades:                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                         
This will be my last Message as Chaplain. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve this great organization over the 
years. Although I'm turning over the Chaplain's duties I will try to continue to serve wherever I can be of assistance. I 
first became aware of the 101st Vietnam Veterans Organization in 1996 from Larry Weisbarth. Larry was one of my 
platoon mates with A/1/502 and was our first web-master. Larry passed several years ago from Agent Orange related 
illnesses. RIP my brother. Bill Lux, one of our organization's founders and Past President, was also one of my platoon 
mates. I signed up immediately. The chance to get back in touch with some of the guys I served with was an immediate 
draw for me. It also gave me an opportunity to meet other Screaming Eagles from other units within the 101st. One of 
my fondest memories was when I met Jim "Top" Mathews (RIP) and he said to me, "There's a Lot of Love Here Wally". 
This was absolutely true. Handshakes and hugs were the order of the day. This organization is about the People who 
make it Great. Our reunions are open to anyone who wants to attend and support the 101st Vietnam Veterans. It's been 
a joy for me to have so many of my friends and relatives attend our reunions just so I can introduce them to some of the 
greatest Americans who ever wore the uniform. My wife and children have made lasting friendships with scores of vet-
erans and their families.  

One of my greatest fears has always been getting up in front of a group. That's not the case with this group. When I get 
up to speak and look at all who are present I can feel the Love and Comradeship in the room. I feel that all who are pre-
sent are all cut from the same cloth. We all have a love for our country and are patriotic Americans. We may not all 
worship the same or even worship the same God. But I believe there is something in our lives that keeps us putting one 
foot in front of the other, if not physically, metaphorically. I believe we all have a destiny. I believe we all want to serve. 
You may want to serve God. You may want to serve those who have special needs. Maybe you just want to serve your 
family the best you can. Maybe you want to serve your community as Police or Fire officials or your calling was to serve 
in the Military. 

I found out first hand there are no atheists in foxholes. Although I was brought up Christian I didn't always practice my 
faith. When I got to Vietnam and realized that I might not get out alive I became the biggest proponent of worship in 
the country. Every night and also many other times I prayed to God that if he got me out unscathed I would do what-
ever he asked of me in the future. Except for a bout of malaria and some serious jungle rot, he got me home without a 
scratch. Since then I have been trying to do the right thing. I guess I haven't always succeeded because he has re-
minded me with some physical beat downs that I need to try harder. I've had the opportunity to serve my country. I've 
had the opportunity to be a husband and a father. I've had the opportunity to be a youth baseball coach. I've had the 
opportunity to sit in the stands and watch my kids perform and compete. I've had the opportunity to watch my grand-
daughters perform and compete. I've had the opportunity to work for a great employer who set me up with a comfort-
able retirement. I've had the opportunity to serve this great organization in many different roles. Serving as Chaplain 
has been one of the most rewarding. It has made me look differently at myself and others. Having had all these oppor-
tunities I realize how God has truly Blessed Me. I know there are others in this organization who feel as I do and have 
done great things for your community and your country. May God Bless You for your sacrifices. 

In closing I would like to thank the organization for letting me serve. I hope in some small way I have contributed to the 
success of the 101st Vietnam Veterans Organization. I will see you all in Branson to wrap up my tenure as Chaplain. 
Until then may God heal the divisiveness and tension that is gripping our nation. May God protect our Service Men and 
Women who are protecting our nation. And may God protect and Bless you. And may God Bless America. 

Wally Morrow 

A/1/502  AIRBORNE! 
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From the Desk of the Secretary           Dave Nesbitt                                                          
   mdnesbitt@aol.com 

Reunion 2021: We’ve dealt with Covid-19 now for over a year. Most of us have received the prescribed vaccinations and we are 
determined to get out into the real world once again. I hope someday we learn the truth behind this pandemic and action is 
taken to prevent such a future disaster. I’ve spoken to people at the Radisson Hotel in Branson, MO and they indicate things 
are rapidly returning to normal. By the time we arrive in August, they will be ready for us. The pandemic has caused a finan-
cial hardship on businesses like the Radisson and they are more anxious than ever to welcome us, as are the many shows and 
other tourist attractions. I realize there may be some who are still concerned about the virus and that’s understandable. The 
safest thing to do, in my opinion, is to get vaccinated and if you feel the need to wear your mask, please do so. We will have a 
supply of masks on hand for those desiring one. Do whatever makes you feel safe; wash your hands and maintain a social dis-
tance from others if that’s your desire. I feel very confident that my vaccinations will keep me safe and I fully intend to keep a 
positive attitude as I make my first visit to Branson in August. Many from our membership and others are apparently feeling 
as I do, as we already have 105 people signed up with more registrations coming weekly; that’s up from 43 in the last issue of 
the newsletter. The hotel reports that our attendees have already rented over 60 rooms. If you’re curious, you can see who’s 
coming by looking at our website, www.101namveteran.com, under “Upcoming 2021 Reunion”.  

As stated in the previous edition, this hotel has a full time restaurant, bar and swimming pool. There is entertainment within 
walking distance or a short drive to see all that is on “the strip” as the locals call it. It’s generally singing, good music and 
dancing in a family atmosphere.   

To repeat myself again from the last edition, to make things even more exciting, we have arranged for a late afternoon cruise 
on a real paddle-wheeler, the Branson Belle, that also features a floor show and dinner. This is a two hour trip that begins at 4 
PM. Bus transportation will be provided with loading beginning at 2:30 pm at the hotel. At the conclusion of the cruise, the 
buses will return us to the hotel. Most, if not all of our officers of the organization, will be taking this trip and we encourage 
everyone to join us. This event will be on Thursday, August 26, 2021. To make reservations, you may go online to 
www.gatheringsplus.com and click on, “My Events” and scroll down to our 101st logo. You can then select, “Register Now” and 
just fill in the blanks. Or, you may call 417-338-4048; Monday thru Friday between 9am to 4:30pm CST, to make reservations. 
The cost of this adventure is only $54.65 per person, that includes the cruise, dinner and floor show!! The deadline for reserva-
tions is July 26, 2021. Don’t wait, sign up today. To date, we have 57 people signed up from our group, we expect more. 

Annual Raffle: Each year we have a fund raiser. The purpose is to receive donations to take care of the month to month ex-
penses of running the organization. This year we have 3 great prizes to choose from; your choice of either Hotel Rooms during 
the reunion or CASH; whichever you prefer. First prize is a free 4-night stay at the Radisson during reunion week or $400 
cash. Second prize is a free 3-night stay at the Radisson during reunion week or $300 cash. Third prize is a free 2-night stay at 
the Radisson during reunion week or $200 cash. The winning tickets will be drawn on Saturday, August 28, 2021 at the con-
clusion of the reunion banquet. You do not have to be present to win the cash prizes. These tickets are available to anyone 
desiring to support the organization, members and non-members alike. Make multiple copies of the tickets on page 8 if you 
need more. We appreciate your support!                                                                                                

Melbourne Florida Event: In 1994 a small group of 101st Vietnam Veterans met in the campground at Wickham Park, in Mel-
bourne, Florida. This was the very first meeting of those who formed the organization to which we now belong. Over the years 
since that first gathering, we have continued with an annual mini-reunion and this year the event was held April 15-18, 2021. 
A massing of the colors was held on Saturday, April 17 under the direction of our Color Guard Captain, Thomas Trott, from 
South Yarmouth, MA. He also placed a wreath at The Wall (Traveling Version) in memory of the fallen. Those attending this 
year were Ed Barbour, Ted Bridges, Wally & Judy Morrow and Thomas Trott. The dates for the 34th Annual event will be 
May 5-8, 2022.  

I’m sorry I missed the event in Melbourne this year but I had out of town guests. Ed Barbour did stay overnight with us in SC 
for one night before traveling on to Florida. Ted Bridges, aka: “Bad Boy” called to let us know that he had purchased a tent 
that he was certain would accommodate at least 6 men. The day after the two of them bedded down in that spacious abode, I 
heard it was not quite big enough for two. I just can’t understand why two OLD men would even consider camping out for a 
weekend in a county park in Florida. That last camping trip I was on in the Ashau cured me of sleeping outdoors ever again. 
There are hundreds of hotels in the area and between the two of them, surely they had enough cash or credit cards to get a 
nice plush room at the Sheraton or Holiday Inn. Next time I’ll offer my SP/4 retirement pay to help them out. I sure hope 
these men get rooms at the Radisson Hotel in Branson. I know their wives and I don’t think either of them are interested in a 
room in a pup tent with no bath. 

I’ll be looking forward to seeing everyone in Branson, have a safe trip and if I can be of assistance, please call me.                                                                                                                                       
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TAPS 

Geoffrey Lawrence Scanlon, 77, of Falmouth, KY, passed away on Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at his home. Born on Oc-
tober 16, 1943 in Ft. Wright, KY, he was a son of the late Joseph and Wanda Bales Scanlon. Lt Geoff Scanlon served Our 
Country in Vietnam 1967-1968 with the 101st Airborne Division. Geof served as platoon leader for A 
1/502, platoon leader for E (Recon) 1/502 and HHC 1/502 as TOC (Tactical Operations Center) Offi-
cer.  Geof was a highly decorated combat officer. His awards included Silver Star, Bronze Star, Air Medal 
w/V device, Army Commendation Medal, Combat Infantry Badge and Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry w/
Palm Unit Citation.  On November 14, 1987 he married Janet Roessler Scanlon and she survives his 
passing. Geof was a director for Business Network International (BNI) in Southwest Ohio, as well as a 
Referral Institute Certified Trainer and Mentor; where he gave more than 1400 presentations around the 
country. He was a CPA, a Registered Rep (Series 7 and 63), and a life and health insurance agent in KY 
and Ohio. He was the founder and president of Scanlon and Associates, Inc, as well as a published au-
thor. Geof started BNI in Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky. He built an incredible operation from the ground up; one that 
still leads the US to this day. Over those 27 years in BNI, Geof positively impacted the lives of his team, BNI members, 
and so many others. He was a true professional, an inspirational leader, and a friend and mentor to so many. Geof’s 
community and civic contributions included serving on the board of the St. Elizabeth Hospital Foundation, Kenton 
County Boys and Girls Club, Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky, and the Grateful Life Foundation. In addition to 
his wife Janet, he is survived by a daughter, Kelly (David) Flesch of Ft. Wright, KY, 3 grandchildren, Emma, Mattie, 
and Ben Flesch, and 5 siblings, Catherine, Beth, Brigid, Lesley, and Greg. He was preceded in death by 2 sons, Brady 
and Brennan Scanlon. 

Harlan Lester Wilson, age 72, passed away on April 18th, 2021 at Englewood Health and Rehab Center. Harlan was 
born on December 16th, 1948 in Columbus Ohio to the late Francis W. and Elsie Fay Sesher Wilson. He has been a resi-
dent of Arcadia for the last 21 years. Harlan worked for many years for DeSoto County Utilities in the wa-
ter treatment plant. He obtained an Associates Degree in Science and Civil Engineering Technology. He 
was also a decorated Army Vietnam War veteran, having served with E Co. 1/501 Infantry, 101st Airborne 
Division, earning two Bronze Service Stars. In his spare time, Harlan enjoyed racing cars. His family will 
remember him as a hero, loving husband, and Papa. Harlan is survived by his wife Debra Wilson and three 
stepdaughters, Angelia (Buck) Wilson; Kelly (Chris) White, and Kristina (Bradley) Agent. He is also sur-
vived by nine grandchildren.  Debra can be contacted with expressions of sympathy at: 2422 NW Eucalyp-
tus Ave., Arcadia, FL 34266-5193. Harlan was a member of this organization since April 1998. We will 
miss him. Rest in peace brother.  

John J. Marlowe, B Co. 2/501 Inf., 1970-71, passed away unexpectedly on Monday, May 24, 2021. John was currently 
serving as the organization's Sgt. at Arms, a position he held for several years. He was Vice President in 2001-02 and 
President in 2002-03. John was a longtime member, having joined in April 1999.  

Born on August 18, 1951 he is survived by his wife of 16 years, Mary Healy Smith Marlowe. John was predeceased by his 
parents and a brother. Besides his wife, he is survived by his son, Sean Mar-
lowe of Orlando, FL, 8 stepchildren and 14 grandchildren. Mary says he was 
a wonderful husband and grandfather. 

Funeral services are planned for June 10, 2021 with burial in Palm Beach 
National Veterans Cemetery. The lengthy delay is due to the number of vet-
erans awaiting interment at the cemetery, reported to be in excess of 500. 
Stanfill Funeral Home, 10545 South Dixie Hwy,    Miami, FL 33156 is in 
charge of services: (305) 667-2518. 

A wake is to be held but we are uncertain of the time but assume it will be 
held on June 10 at the funeral home. The funeral home advertises a live 
streaming service is available but it is unknown at this time if John's service 
will be seen. 

The death of John Marlowe comes as a great shock to all who knew him. He was not in bad health and had no recent ail-
ments. It is assumed that he died peacefully in his sleep of heart failure. We ask your prayers for Mary and the family as 
they prepare to say goodbye to John.  Cards of sympathy may be sent to Mary at 10430 SW 199 St., Cutler Bay, FL 
33157-8511. 
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This will indeed be our 27th year for a reunion but as we all know, plans for 2020 had to be abandoned due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. This year we are absolutely ready to leave home and get the show on the road in Branson. Shown 
below is a tentative schedule that is subject to change.  Please note that we will have lots of free time to tour and take 
in a show or two on the strip in Branson. And don’t forget that breakfast is free each morning for up to two guests in 
each Radisson hotel room. 

 Mon-Tues (Aug.23-24) Board of Governors & Officers begin arriving as do some early guests. Hotel rates for 
    these early arrivals are available at the same discounted price all week. Come early!! 

 Wednesday   (Aug.25) Registration tables set up and open for business; gift bags prepared and distributed to 
    arriving guests; Hospitality Room opened for all arrivals. Free time to see Branson.
                                                                                                                                                                                          
 Thursday    (Aug.26) Registration open (9:00-4:00); Ladies Brunch (11:30-1:00) hosted by Janet Ramsey, 
    wife of Immediate Past President, Bill Ramsey.  Guest speaker for the brunch will be 
    current President, Ron Long; Buses arrive at 2:30 PM for boarding and transport of 
    guests who signed up for the Dinner Cruise aboard the Branson Belle paddle wheeler. 
    The cruise with dinner and a floor show runs from 4:00 to 6:00 PM. Group returns to 
    hotel after 6:00 PM.  More free time to explore local theaters and shows. Hospitality 
    room open till late.  It’s not too late to sign up for the Dinner Cruise, see website.   

 Friday        (Aug.27) Registration open (10:00-1:00); Board of Governor’s Meeting (10:00-12:00); Hospitality 
    room open till late; Free time.  Pizza Party begins at 6:00 PM followed by a Fun Time 
    Auction conducted by world renowned auctioneer, Michael Santure.  This is the man 
    who will sell you the shirt off his back.  Don’t miss this event. Donated auction  
    items will be accepted at the hospitality room. Items will be sold as is, where is, 
    for cash, check, credit and debit cards.  

 Saturday     (Aug.28)  General Business Meeting (10:00-12:00); Hospitality Room closes at (4:00 PM) to  
    allow room to be set up for banquet. We will be taking group, individual and couples 
    photos at the start of Happy Hour, which begins at 5:30 PM. At reunion check-in you 
    will receive instructions regarding your unit’s scheduled time and the process.                         
    Individual and couples photos will be taken in conjunction with your specific unit. 
    Banquet Room opens at  6:30 PM for dinner. Guest speaker will be Linda Patterson, 
    author of “A Dove Among Eagles”. Immediately following the banquet we will 
    hold our raffle drawing for the three prizes offered. If you need tickets go to 
    our website and download them. Tickets will be available at the reunion. 

 Sunday      (Aug 29) There are no activities planned for Sunday,  

During our time at the Radisson Hotel most activities will be held in “Tablerock B Ballroom” to include the hospitality 
room, General Membership meeting, the pizza party, auction and banquet. It’s a minor inconvenience but we must 
close the room for hospitality on Saturday afternoon, at 4:00 PM. This is necessary for the hotel staff to set up the room 
for the banquet at 6:30 PM. As usual we will have a cash bar set up inside or near the ballroom door during Happy 
Hour beginning at 5:30 PM. The ballroom will not be open for seating until Happy Hour ends at 6:30.  

With regard to alcoholic beverages, be advised that we cannot bring any alcohol into the hotel hospitality room at any 
time. We have arranged to use a hotel bartender with a setup in the room. The Board of  Governors approved a motion 
to purchase all wine and beer and provide it free of charge to our registered guests. All mixed drinks will be purchased 
at your own expense at reduced rates. We know this is different from our previous reunions but the alcohol issue is be-
coming more and more of a factor everywhere we go. We think you will enjoy the free beer and wine. Please drink re-
sponsibly!! Another item to mention is bringing animals into the hotel. Pets are NOT allowed in the guest rooms. Only 
registered Service Dogs are allowed in, free of charge; papers may be required so have that with you. 

We suggest that you make hotel reservations as soon as possible. A reunion registration form can be obtained from our 
website and on Facebook.  If you have questions, concerns or suggestions, feel free to contact President Ron Long at 
310-977-4253 or Secretary Dave Nesbitt at 803-506-3120.  We look forward to seeing everyone in Branson!! 

101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans                                                                              
27th Annual Reunion**August 25-29, 2021                                                                                    

Branson, Missouri  
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101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans 
27th Annual Reunion                                                           

Branson, Missouri                                     

August 25-29, 2021 

Reunion Registration Form 
Last Name:_________________________________First Name:_____________________________ MI:________________ 

Guest(s) Names: 1.______________________________________2._____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________ State:___________________Zip Code:__________________ 

Phone Number:__________________________________ Alt. or Cell Number: ____________________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________________Unit in Vietnam:_______________________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name/Phone: ____________________________________**How many will attend Ladies Luncheon? ______ 

Each 101st Veteran Registrant gets a FREE Polo Shirt w/ Collar & Pocket, Size: Sm - Med - Lg - XL - XXL - 3XL - 4XL  (Circle One)     

Number Registering _________ X $80.00 per person  Registration Amount Enclosed: ___________________                           

Late registration fee is $90.00 after July 31, 2021. Send check or money order only. Make all checks/money orders                     
payable to: 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans  NO REFUNDS ALLOWED AFTER  July 31, 2021                                                                                                                             

Mail completed form and payment to:                                                                                                                            
101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans, 3570 Green View Pkwy., Sumter, SC 29150-7066 

Our Saturday evening banquet meal this year will be a plated dinner with three options, please indicate your selection and that of 
your guest(s) by writing number 1, 2 or 3 in the appropriate block below. If you have special diet needs please so indicate by note 
with your registration or email the secretary at mdnesbitt@aol.com no later than August 1, 2021. 

 

                                                                                                              

Each Banquet Dinner will be served with Ozark Salad (Mixed Greens, Tomato & Cucumber) and a choice of dressings, Chef’s choice of 
Starch & Seasonal Accompaniments, Hot Rolls and Butter, Chef’s choice of Dessert, Coffee, Iced Tea and Water.                                                          

Registration fee includes the hospitality room with free refreshments the entire weekend, the Friday evening Pizza party and Auc-
tion, a reunion shirt for 101st veterans; admission to the awards ceremony and banquet meal on Saturday evening.                                     

**The ladies lunch is free to all ladies in attendance, we just need a head count to order the meals (See above).                                                                                                                 
If you need additional copies of this registration form for your guests please make as many copies as you need.                                                     

Those not pre-registering will be allowed to pay the late fee upon arrival at the reunion registration desk in Branson, MO. 

Please note that we need you to register no later than July 1, 2021 if you wish to have a reunion shirt as these must be ordered 

well in advance of the reunion; without early registration you may not receive a shirt. We may have only a few extras; we cannot 

afford to stockpile shirts. In the past some have requested extra shirts. If you wish to order extras we need to know how many and 

the sizes now. Each standard size shirt will cost $18 per shirt. There is a charge of $20 for shirts size 3X and those 4X will be $22. 

If we are requested to mail these shirts to you, add $7.00 per shirt for S&H.                                                                                                                                                                                

 Payment for extra shirts must be received before they can be ordered.   All shirts are men sizes only.                                                        

 To order extra shirts, state how many: ______ and show Size: ________ Amount $________ submitted for extra shirts. 

Registrant’s Selection _____  Guest Selection _____  Add’l Guest Selection _____ Add’l Guest Selection ______ 

(Each person please select one meal option) 

1. Beef Tenderloin Medallions with Demi-Glace. 

2. Chicken Mansfield, a Boneless Breast of Chicken Stuffed with Herb Dressing & Topped with Mornay Sauce. 

3. Vegetarian, Choice of Vegetable Lasagna or Eggplant Parmesan or Zoodles Spaghetti* (*Denotes gluten free)(Circle choice) 
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101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans                                                     
27th ANNUAL REUNION**AUGUST 25-29, 2021                                                                                         

BRANSON, MISSOURI  

Our reunion for 2021 will be held in Branson, MO during the period of August 25-29. Reunion headquarters will be at 
the Radisson Hotel, conveniently located where there’s plenty of entertainment for our guests. Branson is famous for 
it’s veteran friendly atmosphere and events.  

The hotel is located at 120 South Wildwood Drive, Branson, MO 65616. Our special reunion room rate is $92.95 plus 
taxes per night for a double, queen or king room. The price includes two hot buffet breakfasts each morning. We have 
set aside 50 rooms each night and requested that a good number of handicapped rooms be available for our guests. If 
you require handicapped facilities, it is suggested that you call the hotel directly to ensure you get the accommodations 
you need. If you encounter any problems with your reservation, contact Dave Nesbitt at 803-491-4186. Also, be aware 
that the special room rate will be available two days prior to the reunion start up date and for two days after the close 
of the reunion.  

You can make hotel reservations by copying the following link and inserting it into your computer search box:   
https://www.radissonhotels.com/en-us/hotels/radisson-branson/deals/101st-airborne-vietnam-veterans . 
If that doesn’t work for you, it will be on our Facebook page, which is at 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans or 
by calling he hotel at 417-335-5767. The link will also be added to our website, www.101namveteran.com. This link will 
allow you to make reservations online with the reunion information already entered for our group. You just need to 
insert your arrival and departure dates and select the room you desire. They will also require a major credit card num-
ber. If you call the hotel, be sure to tell them you are with the 101st Airborne Veterans group so that you will be shown 
in the block of rooms we reserved for the reunion. The cut-off date to reserve rooms at our special rate is June 
25, 2021. After that date reservations will be based on hotel availability. The Branson area is really busy during the 
Summer months so book early. If for any reason you make reservations and have to cancel, the hotel will release you 
from the reservation if you notify them at least 24 hours in advance of your planned arrival date.                                                      
 
The Branson Regional Airport (BKG) is nearby but it has limited flights and no airport shuttle service. I learned that 
Frontier Air flies in to Branson. If you plan to fly, we suggest you go in to Springfield Airport (SGF) and rent an auto 
and make the 45 minute drive on a four-lane highway to Branson. When Ed Barbour, Reunion Chairman, conducted 
recon on this site, he flew in to Springfield, MO and found that renting a car was the best way to reach his destination.  
There are many other attractions located in the city, go online to: www.ExploreBranson.com. They will send you a free 
Visitors Guide. 

As is always the case, the Reunion Registration and the Hotel Registration are two separate items so be sure you regis-
ter early for both. There is a Reunion Registration Form in this newsletter on page 6 that should be completed and re-
turned to the 101st Secretary with your registration fee in the near future. If you encounter any problems reserving 
your room or have questions about the schedule, contact Dave Nesbitt, Secretary at 803-506-3120. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at the reunion, please register                                                         
and reserve your room early!! Thanks. 
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2021 Annual Fundraiser - Free Reunion Hotel Room or Cash                                              
Each year we have one fundraiser to help defray the expenses of running the organization. This year we are raffling “3 Great Prizes” 
to choose from; your choice of either Hotel Rooms during the reunion in Branson or Cash. First prize would be a free 4-Night 
Stay at the Radisson Hotel during the reunion week or $400 CASH; Second prize would be a free 3-Night Stay at the 
Radisson during the reunion week or $300 CASH; Third Prize would be a free 2-Night Stay at the Radisson during the 
reunion week or $200 CASH. Now that’s a deal, whether you attend the reunion in Branson, MO or not, you can still win!! If you 
attend the reunion, you may have your hotel room paid in full for 2, 3, or 4 nights; you could win more than once. If you don’t attend 
the reunion, you will get the CASH if you’re the lucky ticket holder. We suggest you buy lots of tickets now!!! 

Tickets: The price of (1) ticket is $5.00, (6) tickets are $25.00 and (12) tickets are $50.00. Desire more tickets? Simply make copies of 
those shown on this page. Once you have the desired number of tickets and have inserted your name, address and phone number, 
please forward them with your check or money order made payable to: 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans, at 3570 Green View 
Pkwy., Sumter, SC 29150. The winning tickets will be drawn at our reunion banquet in Branson, MO on August 28, 2021. A separate 
ticket will be drawn for each prize offered. If you are the winner, and not in attendance at the reunion, we will call you.                                     
               You do not have to be present to win!!                                                                                                                              

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      

Name (First, MI, Last): 

Street Address: 

City:      State:     Zip Code:  

Phone Number:      
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D.W. Rada, A 2/502 Inf. (66-67) has had his share of problems in recent months that began February 10 when he 
ventured out late that evening to check his mailbox. Not fully realizing the ice formation under the recent snow, 
he slipped and fell breaking the femur head in his left hip. With light clothing on and no cell phone in his pocket, 
DW realized he was in trouble. He couldn't walk and he couldn't call for help. Remembering his 
days in the 101st, he low crawled back to his house and somehow made it inside. He was able to 
call his buddy Rick Jestice who came to his rescue. Rick called an ambulance and he was taken 
to a local hospital. A total left hip replacement procedure was performed. After a lengthy hospi-
tal stay he was sent to a nursing home for rehab. During all of this he also had pneumonia and 
COVID issues. When we spoke to him recently he was still in the nursing home and was unsure 
when he might be released. He was still too weak to leave. When asked why he didn't let us know sooner, he said, 
"I didn't want to bother anyone". It's not a bother when someone lets us know they have been ill. We 
share this information with our members so they can check on the person and pray for them. So, 
please let DW know that we care and that we are praying for his recovery, consider sending him a card or letter to 
him at 1204 W. Birmingham St., Broken Arrow, OK 74011-3039. His email address is: dwrada@yahoo.com. He 
still plans to be in Branson.   

SICK CALL 

BOOSTERS 
Members and non-members who donate to help defray mailing costs, etc.  Names will stay in 1 issue (an * indicates 
an additional donation in that time frame). (Any amount accepted) Mail to: 3570 Green View Pkwy., Sumter, SC 29150 

Malcolm Craig*, Leon Kubin*, John Sorge*, Billy Whitesell, Richard Hise and Anna Demory  

The 101st AIRBORNE DIVISION VIETNAM VETERANS has been provided a 
unique online Roll of Honor directory which displays fully illustrated military 
service histories of the 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans. Powered by 
the Together We Served platform, this feature-rich ‘Rolodex’ directory, with the 
built-in search engine, enables our 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans to 
easily network with other 101st AIRBORNE DIVISION VIETNAM VETERANS. 

We invite our Veterans and family alike to create their Veterans assisted or remembrance page on The 
101st AIRBORNE DIVISION VIETNAM VETERANS Roll Of Honor to be memorialized. We encourage 
you to join our Roll of Honor, to ensure that your Military History is not lost to brothers/sisters you 
have served and family. There is no cost to the 101st AIRBORNE DIVISION VIETNAM VETERANS 
for this service, which is designed to help preserve the military heritage of our 101st Airborne Division 
Vietnam Veterans.’ 

https://join.togetherweserved.com/101stVVA  

DOD Eases Mask Rules to Follow New CDC Guidance 

The Defense Department no longer requires masks at DOD facilities for fully vaccinated personnel. The guidance ap-
plies to everyone who is at least two weeks past receiving their final dose, and covers both indoor and outdoor activi-
ties, according to a May 13 memo from Deputy Secretary of Defense Kathleen H. Hicks.  The memo was released the 
same day the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention updated its guidance for limiting COVID-19 transmission. 
The new CDC guidance says fully vaccinated people can resume pre-pandemic activities without wearing a mask or 
physically distancing, “except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and regulations, 
including local business and workplace guidance.”  The CDC recommended masks continue to be worn on public 
transportation, airplanes, and at hospitals and medical facilities. “All DOD personnel should continue to comply with 
CDC guidance regarding areas where masks should be worn, including within airports,” Hicks wrote. “Personnel who 
are not fully vaccinated should continue to follow applicable DOD mask guidance, including continuing to wear masks 
indoors.” 
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Here are some of the members who at-
tended the Melbourne Event way back in 

2006:  

L to R  Mike Sellers, Billy Whitesell, 
Charles Cole, Larry Weisbarth, Dave 

Nesbitt and Ed Barbour 

Larry Weisbarth passed away on 5-1-2015.  

On APRIL 7,2021,our best Vietnam Warrior, "SGT.ROCK" celebrated his 84th Birthday. 

The Vietnamese Civic Action Medal was 
awarded to units of the 101st for service after 

the dates shown above.  

                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/85765/veteran-discounts-available-year-round/? 

From a recent VA newsletter an extensive list of Veteran discounts available year round. 
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101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans                                              
Membership Application & Renewal Form 

New Member/Associate (check here) ___ Member/Associate Renewal (check here) ___Current Member card #_______  

Name:______________________________________________________ Spouse’s Name:_____________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________ City:_____________________________ State:________ 

Zip Code:________________ Phone: (             ) ________________________ Email:________________________________ 

Highest Rank Held in Vietnam: ________DOB: ____________ Call Sign or Nickname:  _________________________ 

Applicants for new membership please attach documents to establish your service with 101st in Vietnam, 
e.g., DD-214, orders, manifests, etc. & forward to address below with $200 for 11 yrs, $60 for 3yrs. or  $25 for 1 yr. 

Company:________ Battalion:________________Regiment:______________From:____________To:_____________ 

Company:________ Battalion:________________Regiment:______________From:____________To:_____________ 

Send with check or money order payable to: 101st Abn. Div. Vietnam Veterans at 16013 Blooming Rd., 
Chesterfield, VA 23832-1538. Should you have questions, call Ed Barbour at (804) 745-4065.   
                                

I do ____ I do not _____ Authorize the release of my address, phone number or e-mail address to others 
from the 101st Airborne Division who may be trying to locate me for the purpose of renewing old friend-
ships. 

Date:______________  Signature:_____________________________________ Amount Enclosed: $_________________ 

Release of Information 

Check your mailing label on this copy of Incoming. The number next to your name in parentheses is your member-
ship number. The number next to that is your dues expiration date. It’s time to renew now if your date has expired. If 
you detect any discrepancy, email or call Ed Barbour. If your address is different from that shown on the label, please 
notify us of any corrections.                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Newsletter Items should be sent to Earle Prior by email at Earle.Prior@gmail.com. Phone 410-569-6030 

Quartermaster Sales orders should be sent to: Mike Sellers, Quartermaster, 101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veter-
ans, 722 Minnie Hall Rd., Autryville, NC 28318. You can reach Mike by email at: mjsell09@yahoo.com or by phone at 
(910) 366-1426. Not all sales items are on the webpage at: www.101namveteran.com and due to space limitations we 
can no longer publish the entire list in the newsletter. We are depleting our inventory and plan to eventually downsize 
the QM Store. Most items available are now 50% off regular price. Order forms are available online. 

Items or inquiries for the Website (www.101namveteran.com) should be sent to our webmaster Rod Green at:  
RKgreen1502@gmail.com. 

Moving? Please don’t forget to send in your change of address so you won’t miss the next issue of 
the newsletter.  Let us know as soon as possible as the US Postal Service charges us for each 
newsletter returned. Send all address changes to:   101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans, 
16013 Blooming Rd., Chesterfield, VA 23832-1538 or by email to: barboure101@gmail.com.  

Where to Send Correspondence 

Membership applications, renewals, and change of address should be forwarded to: 101st Airborne Division Vietnam 
Veterans, 16013 Blooming Rd., Chesterfield, VA 23832-1538.  Questions? Contact Ed Barbour at (804) 745-4065 or by 
email at: barboure101@gmail.com. 

For General Correspondence contact Dave Nesbitt, Secretary, 3570 Green View Pkwy., Sumter SC 29150-7066.                                      
Phone (803) 506-3120 or by email at: mdnesbitt@aol.com. 



 

 

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION 
VIETNAM VETERANS 

 

101st Airborne Division Vietnam Veterans                                                                                                              
3570 Green View Pkwy.                                                                                                                                                                
Sumter, SC  29150-7066  

Address Service Requested 

 

  

Incoming is the official publication of the 101st Airborne Division Viet-
nam Veterans Organization. It is published periodically for members, 
associates and supporters of the organization. Any contributions or 
suggestions for this newsletter should be directed to the address above. 
We welcome your comments. 

Any information you wish to place in future editions of Incoming should 
be forwarded timely as we do have deadlines. Information not published 
during the month it is received may appear in a future edition.  

Any correspondence addressing matters other than those intended for 
the newsletter should be sent directly to the president or the secretary- 
treasurer for official response. 

The opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the writer and 
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the organization or its officers. 

Non-Profit Org      
US POSTAGE PAID 

Sumter, SC                                 
Permit #3 

3003 Beason Ct.                                    
Abingdon, MD 21009-2723                  

2020-2022 Officers 

  President                                              
Ron Long                                                   

Torrance, CA                                        
(310) 977-4253                                        

ronlong71@msn.com     

Vice President                                     
Dan O’Toole                                           
Glencoe, KY                                             

(859) 512-6634                                         
drotoole35@gmail.com                                   

Secretary/Treasurer            
Dave Nesbitt                                          
Sumter, SC                                          

(803) 506-3120                  
mdnesbitt@aol.com 

4 Year Governor                                     
Ted Bridges                                           

Gulf Breeze, FL                                          
(850) 426-8416                                      

tedbridges66@gmail.com 

2 Year Governor                 
James Holmes                            

Fayetteville, GA                                    
(678) 770-1914                                    

jaja1501@bellsouth.net  

Sgt-At-Arms                                        
John Marlowe                                            
Cutler Bay, FL                                                      
(305) 394-1241                                      

paratrooperjohn@aol.com  

Chaplain                              
Wally Morrow                       
Appleton, WI,                         
(920) 954-0692                                

wmorrow1502@gmail.com 

Webmaster                         
Rodney Green                      

Sioux Falls, SD                    
(605) 360-1240           

RKgreen1502@gmail.com 

Eagle Chap. Delegate      
John Walker                         
Brandon, MS                        

(601) 856-7830              
wjohnt@bellsouth.net 

Quartermaster                        
Mike Sellers                                               

Autryville, NC                                     
(910) 366-1426 

mjsell09@yahoo.com 

Membership                               
Ed Barbour                                              

Chesterfield, VA                              
(804) 745-4065                      

barboure101@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor                           
Earle Prior                                          

Abingdon MD                                      
(410) 569-6030                  

earle.prior@gmail.com 


